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Congress Adjourns Special Session 
The Senate voted on Wednesday to end the present session 
of Congress on Friday, November 22, thus affording about a 
week’s recess until the opening of the regular session on Decem- 
ber 2. It is understood that when Congress reconvenes the 
order of business in the Senate will remain the same as at the 
time of adjournment, and the tariff bill will thus have right of 


way. 

Prior to adjournment the Senate had acted on the amend- 
ments to the House bill proposed by the Finance Committee as 
they affect a number of schedules, including agricultural prod- 
ucts and provisions. Amendments from the floor will be in 
order after consideration of the Committee amendments is com- 
pleted. 

Following is a brief summary of the action on items in the 
agricultural schedule of interest to the canning industry. 

Milk.—The Finance Committee amendment making the duty on con- 
densed and evaporated milk, unsweetened, in air-tight containers, 1 8/10 
cents per pound, and sweetened, 2% cents per pound, was agreed to, The 
House bill carried rates of 1 4/10 and 2% cents, respectively. The rate in 
the present law is 1 cent on unsweetened and 1% cents on sweetened con- 
densed and evaporated milk. 

Clams and clam juice.—The Committee amendment reducing the duty 
on clams, clam juice or either in combination with other substances, in 
air-tight containers, from 35 per cent, as provided in the House bill, to 20 
per cent, was rejected, and the rate of 30 per cent substituted. 

Caviar and fish roe.—The Senate agreed to the Committee amendment 
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providing that caviar and other fish roe, if boiled and packed in air-tight 
containers, whether or not in bouillon or sauce, shall be dutiable at 30 per 
cent. 


Berries.—The Committee amendment providing that berries, frozen 
without sugar added, shall be dutiable, with berries in their natural con- 
dition or in brine, at 1% cents per pound, was agreed to; also the amend- 
ment that cherries, frozen with sugar added, shall be dutiable, with pre- 
pared or preserved berries n. s. p. f., at 35 per cent. The bill as passed by 
the House included frozen berries, whether with or without sugar added, 
under the 35 per cent rate. 


Cherries.—Approval was given the Committee amendment making 
cherries, frozen with sugar added, dutiable with cherries in their natural 
state, at 2 cents per pound, and fixing the duty on dried, desiccated or evap- 
orated cherries at 6 cents per pound. The Finance Committee amend- 
ment providing different rates on cherries, sulphured or in brine, accord- 
ing to the size of the cherries, was rejected; and the rate placed at 5% 
cents for cherries, sulphured or in brine, with stems and pits, and at 9% 
cents per pound for cherries with stems and pits removed. Approval was 
given the Committee amendment making cherries, frozen with sugar added, 
dutiable with maraschino, candied, crystallized or glace cherries or cher- 
ries prepared or preserved in any manner, at 5% cents per pound and 40 
per cent ad valorem. The present rate on cherries in their natural state, 
sulphured or in brine, is 2 cents per pound, while the rate on maraschino 
cherries and cherries prepared or preserved in any manner is 40 per cent 
ad valorem. 


Figs.—The Committee amendment making fig paste dutiable with figs, 
fresh, dried, or in brine, at 5 cents per pound, was agreed to. 

Fruits not specially provided for—The Senate agreed to the Com- 
mittee amendment increasing from 36 per cent to 40 per cent the rate of 
duty on candied, crystallized or glace apricots, figs, dates, peaches, pears, 
plums, prunes, prunelles, berries, and other fruits not specially provided 
for. 


Beans.—The Senate rejected the Committee’s amendment reducing the 
rate on green beans to one-half of 1 cent per pound, and restored the House 
bill rate of 8% cents. It approved an amendment making blackeyed cow- 
peas dutiable at the same rate as beans. The present rate on green beans 
is one-half of 1 cent per pound. The Senate left unchanged the rate in 
the House bill on prepared or preserved beans, which is 3 cents per pound 
on the entire contents of the container. 


Mushrooms.—The Committee amendment providing separate rates for 
fresh and dried, and for prepared or preserved mushrooms, was agreed to, 
but the rates proposed by the Committee were rejected. The rate approved 
by the Senate for fresh or dried mushrooms is 10 cents per pound and 45 
per cent ad valorem; for prepared or preserved mushrooms, 10 cents per 
pound on drained weight and 45 per cent ad valorem, The Finance Com- 
mittee had proposed 60 per cent instead of 45 per cent. The present rate 
on mushrooms is 45 per cent. 
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Peas.—The Senate agreed to the Committee amendment which would 
remove chick peas or garbanzos from classification with peas for tariff 
purposes. It left unchanged the House bill rate on prepared or preserved 
peas, which is 2 cents per pound on the entire contents of the container. 
The House bill rate on green peas was left unchanged at 2 cents per 
pound; the present rate is 1 cent per pound. 

Tomatoes.—The Committee amendment reducing the duty on tomatoes 
in their natural state from 8 cents per pound as provided in the House bill 
to 2% cents was rejected, and the House rate restored. Approval was 
given the Committee amendment increasing the rate on prepared or pre- 
served tomatoes from 40 per cent to 50 per cent. The House bill carried 
* arate of 40 per cent, The present duty is 15 per cent. 


Truck Crop Markets 
Combined shipments of 26 important fruits and vegetables 
during the week ended November 16 totaled 15,450 cars, or 3,000 
less than the week before and 2,000 cars below last season's cor- 
responding record. 


Apple shipments decreased further to a weekly total of only 
8,300 cars from all states. About two-thirds of these originated 
in western producing areas. During the same week last season 
4,440 cars moved. 

Output of Texas grapefruit increased to 150 cars and the 
season total to date from the southern part of that state is 900, 
compared with 210 a year ago. Florida shipped 310 cars of 
grapefruit. Forwardings of Florida oranges increased to 420 
cars, while California orange movement dropped to 600 cars. 
The week's combined total of 1,145 cars of oranges was slightly 
less than half the corresponding figure for last autumn. 

The spinach season was becoming quite active in Norfolk 
section of Virginia and in Maryland and southern Texas. New- 
crop lettuce also was starting to move from Florida, in addition 
to other winter vegetables. 


New cabbage was beginning to move from the southern part 
of Texas. That state shipped 7,800 cars last season. Old stock 
from storage in the North and West decreased to about 700 cars 
last week, of which New York furnished more than half. 

The supply of tomatoes, mostly from California, decreased 
to 325 cars last week. California's output was down to 220 cars, 
and shipments from the fall crop in southern Texas were 100 
cars. Total was twice that of a year ago. 

Sweet potatoes advanced rather sharply in price, though the 
carlot record held at 620 for the seven-day period. Virginia 
East Shore furnished 245 cars, and fairly heavy shipments orig- 
inated in Maryland, New Jersey, Tennessee and California. 
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65,864 ’ 27, 
1,198 780 1,888 85, 45, 62,703 
Western states ....... 8,819 2,600 80,274 41,000 «64.819 
1980 season .......... 2 0 2 85.008 
1989 season .......... 178 85,008 81,487 88,888 
1080 season 106 108 635 566 10,568 
1989 season .........- 63 97 10,568 6.408 7.455 
107 98 220 2,201 2,104 9.889 


Business Conditions 


Business activity during the week ended November 16, as 
indicated by check payments, showed a further recession from 
recent high levels, but was substantially greater than for the 
corresponding period of last year, according to the weekly state- 
ment of the Department of Commerce. Steel plant activity dur- 
ing the latest reported week was less than for either the pre- 
vious week or a year ago. Freight car loadings were fewer than 
for the preceding week, but were greater than a year ago. 

Wholesale prices continued to decline and were substantially 
lower than for the corresponding week of 1928. Bank loans and 
discounts again receded from recent high levels but were sub- 
stantially larger than a year ago. Interest rates on call money 
declined and those on time money were unchanged from the pre- 
vious week, rates on both types of money being lower than for 
the corresponding week of last year. 


Business failures were fractionally greater than during the 
previous week but were substantially below last year’s level. 


LOL. 


Week ended November © ........ 1,040,475 401,890 267,858 360,898 
1,071,650 418,808 $71,101 382,107 
ding week, 1028 ....... 1,054,858 804,858 262,488 $07,018 
ding week, 1927 ....... 075,184 872,965 258,776 948,808 


Loadings of revenue freight for the first 45 weeks this year 
—from January 1 to November 9—totaled 46,678,086 cars, which 
is the greatest number ever loaded in any similar period, exceed- 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
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beans: 
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1989 season 80 05 80 8,406 6,650 6,707 
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ing by 79,209 cars the previous high record made in 1926. The 
total so far this year also exceeded by 1,591,147 cars the corre- 
sponding period in 1928 and by 1,026,251 cars the corresponding 
period in 1927. 


Wholesale, Retail and Farm Prices in October 


A further decline in the general level of wholesale prices is 
shown for October by the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
Bureau's weighted index number, with prices in 1926 as 100.0, 
stands at 96.8 for October, compared with 97.5 for September, 
a decrease of 114 per cent. Compared with October, 1928, with 
an index number of 97.8, a decrease of 114 per cent is shown. 
Based on these figures, the purchasing power of the dollar in 
October was 103.8, compared with 100.0 in the year 1926. Among 
foods there were price declines for butter, fresh and cured meats, 
lard, flour, corn meal, coffee, and canned vegetables, resulting 
in a net decline for the group of almost 2 per cent. Both granu- 
lated and raw sugar advanced slightly. 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for Oc- 
tober 15, 1929, a decrease of about one-fifth of 1 per cent since 
September 15, 1929; an increase of a little more than 2 per cent 
since October 15, 1928; and an increase of approximately 54 
per cent since October 15, 1918. During the month from Sep- 
tember 15 to October 15, 1929, the canned foods on which month- 
ly prices were secured decreased as follows: Canned tomatoes, 
2 per cent; evaporated milk and baked beans, 1 per cent. Canned 
peas increased 1 per cent, and canned red salmon, less than five- 
tenths of 1 per cent. Canned corn showed no change. 


Farm prices averaged 140 per cent of the pre-war level on 
October 15, having declined 1 point since September 15 and 3 
points since August 15, but remaining 8 points above the level 
of a year ago, according to the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. There has been a further decline since October 15, 
which affected most of the important farm products. This fur- 
ther decline appears to at least equal the 3 point decline from Oc- 
tober 15 to November 15 last year. This general decline in farm 
prices has accompanied the unsettlement in speculative markets 
during the past three weeks and the level is likely to remain be- 
low that of October for the next few weeks. 


Employment in the Canning Industry 


As noted in the Information Letter for October 12, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics is now including statistics on canning 
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establishments in its monthly report on trend of employment 
and labor turnover. The November issue of the Monthly Labor 
Review furnishes the following information on the number on 
payroll and amount of payroll for 461 canning establishments, 
by geographic divisions, in August and September: 


Establish- Number 1 Week! 
ments Anguat August 


Division 
Wow 3,707 4,876 $55,415 $80,424 
Middle Atlantic a7 10,085 18,399 188,987 260,677 
East North Central .............- 121 6.011 13,028 125,579 180,077 
West North Central ............. a6 2.561 5.5u4 55.2438 91,920 
51 3,408 5,075 26,400 65,920 
East Sou 274 507 2,847 4,536 
West South Central ............. 7 209 357 1.8646 2.988 
30 5.807 4.427 48,753 51,628 
ees 127 $1,678 27,114 650,353 548,007 

461 64,970 73,857 1,120,878 1,308,826 


Study of Methods of Packing Frozen Fruits 

To determine the best methods for packing frozen fruits to 
preserve the fresh fruit flavor with keeping ability, last season 
10,000 cans of fruits, berries, and vegetables were frozen, packed 
by various methods, and put in cold storage in the State of Wash- 
ington under the supervision of H. C. Diehl, in charge of the 
Washington field headquarters of the horticultural division of 
the Bureau of Plant Industry, and V. B. Bonney, a chemist of 
the food control division of the Food, Drug, and Insecticide Ad- 
ministration, according to an announcement by the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


Packing of frozen raw fruits and vegetables in small con- 
tainers is a new project in the food industry, the statement says. 
The products are put up in vacuum sealed tin cans or covered 
waxed paper containers alone or with sugar, salt, or other pack- 
ing media, and stored at low temperatures until consumed. 

The Department of Agriculture is conducting this experi- 
ment in order to better determine the quality of frozen packed 
products for the benefit of officials enforcing the Food and Drugs 
Act and in order to give the packers accurate information re- 
= the different processes now in use, according to Mr. 

nney. 


The packing was done at several Washington and Oregon 
plants, where facilities were available for both vacuum sealing 
and paper cup packing. The work was completed under regular 
operating conditions with accurate data gathered at every step. 

The containers were then placed in cold storage at various 
constant temperatures where they will remain until December. 
Part of the pack will be shipped to the Washington, D. C., labo- 
ratories for examination by chemists who will determine the 
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quality and condition of the fruits and vegetables so preserved. 
The remainder will be opened and examined by Mr. Diehl at the 
places where stored. 

By checking between the quality of the product, the method 
of packing and the temperature at which it was held in storage, 
the experimenters will know accurately the value of the different 
methods used. 

The products packed include strawberries, raspberries, log- 
anberries, blackberries, currents, pears, cherries, avocados, 
peaches, peas, cantaloupes, apricots, beans, beets, melons, sweet 
corn, and tomatoes. 


Shipment of Italian Cherries to United States 

Shipments of cherries in brine from the Milan district to 
the United States showed a sharp and considerable increase 
during the third quarter of 1929, this commodity rising to fifth 
place in the value of exports, according to the American consul 
at Milan. Shipments during the three quarters of the present 
year totaled 2,674,882 pounds valued at $384,546, of which 1,941,- 
753 pounds valued at $263,279 were shipped during the third 
quarter. Total shipments to the United States from Milan in 


1927 were 1,760,347 pounds valued at $203,105, and in 1928, 
1,488,827 pounds valued at $184,865. 


“Our Pure Food Law After 23 Years” 

The leading article in the “Out!ook” for November 20— 
“Raids on the Pantry, Our Pure Food Law After 23 Years”— 
will be of interest to every canner because of its references to 
the canning industry. In this article Mr. Wainwright Evans 
discusses the enforcement of the Food and Drugs Act and efforts 
to amend it. An editorial note preceding the article states con- 
cerning the food law that “its best friends at the moment seem 
to be enforcement officers and certain powerful groups in the 
drug and canning industry.” Referring specifically to the canning 
industry Mr. Evans says: 

“The National Canners Association is another branch of 
the Food Industry which is keen about putting more teeth into 
the Food and Drugs Act. It is supporting an amendment to 
the Act authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to prescribe 
standards for various sorts of canned goods, and to prescribe 
labels to be used with all canned goods falling below the standard 
80 set, 

“What all this means is that the canned food industry has 
grown enormously as a result of the public confidence in canned 
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goods which developed after the passing of the Food and Drugs 
Act. It now proposes to capitalize that confidence by guarantee- 
ing its products in a way hitherto unheard of.” 


Fourth Section Application Denied 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has denied the appli- 
cation on behalf of carriers for authority to continue rates for 
the transportation of canned foods and dried fruit from San Jose 
and Fresno, Calif., to Harlowton, Mont., for beyond, without ob- 
serving the long-and-short-haul provision of the Interstate Com- 
merce Act. The order in the case is effective March 21, 1930. 


Colombian Market for Foodstuffs 


A 44-page report on the “Market for Foodstuffs in Colom- 
bia,” has been issued by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. The bulletin gives general information with respect 
to the country, discusses tariff, terms and credits, transporta- 
tion, packing, etc., and furnishes detailed comment with respect 
to foodstuffs imported. Canned meat imports are estimated at 
about 400,000 pounds a year, canned fish somewhat over a mil- 
lion pounds, canned vegetables about a million pounds, and 
canned fruits, including jams, jellies, and marmalades somewhat 
over a million pounds. It is stated that the demand for canned 
foods may be expected to grow with the increase in average pur- 
chasing power and decrease in transportation costs, but that be- 
fore the market can assume great importance the cost of the 
canned product to the consumer must be reduced. Copies of the 
report, listed as Trade Information Bulletin No. 662, may be ob- 
tained from the Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 
for 10 cents each. 


Reference Bulletin on Vitamins in Food Materials 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture has issued as Circular 
No. 84 a bulletin entitled “Vitamins in Food Materials.” This 
publication of 54 pages defines the different vitamins, presents 
tables showing the reported occurrences of vitamins A, B and C 
in food materials, and contains extended lists of references to 
literature reporting vitamin occurrences and to literature on 
the technique for the quantitative determination of the vitamins. 
Copies of the publication are sold by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, at 15 cents 
each. 


